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It’s Time to Think About Campus Fire Safety
Nashville, TN, …September is Campus Fire Safety Month. The Tennessee Fire Chiefs Association (TFCA)
would like to remind both parents and college students to make sure that both on- and off-campus housing is
fire safe.
While heading off to college is always an exciting time for the entire family, ensuring students are aware of the
level of fire safety in their living quarters should not be overlooked.
Per the Center for Campus Fire Safety, since 2000, 91 fatal fires have been documented that occurred on a
college campus, in Greek housing or in off-campus housing within 3-miles of the campus – claiming a total of
128 victims:
• 78 fires have occurred in off-campus housing claiming 109 victims
• 7 fires have occurred in on-campus building or residence halls claiming 9 victims
• 6 fires have occurred in Greek housing claiming 10 victims
The National Fire Protection Association offers the following tips for keeping College Housing Fire Safe:
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Look for fully sprinklered housing when choosing a dorm or off-campus housing.
Make sure your dormitory or apartment has smoke alarms inside each bedroom, outside every sleeping
area and on each level. For the best protection, all smoke alarms should be interconnected so that
when one sounds they all sound.
Test all smoke alarms at least monthly.
Never remove batteries or disable the alarm.
Learn your building’s evacuation plan and practice all drills as if they were the real thing.
If you live off campus, have a fire escape plan with two ways out of every room.
When the smoke alarm or fire alarm sounds, get out of the building quickly and stay out.
During a power outage, use a flashlight.
Cook only where it is permitted.
Stay in the kitchen when cooking.
Cook only when you are alert, not sleepy or drowsy from medicine or alcohol.
Check with your local fire department for any restrictions before using a barbeque grill, fire pit, or
chimenea.
Check your school’s rules before using electrical appliances in your room.

Use a surge protector for your computer and plug the protector directly into an outlet.

For more information on campus fire safety, visit http://www.campusfiresafety.org/.

Volunteers Needed
Many fire departments in Tennessee rely on brave men and women to volunteer their time to serve as
volunteer firefighters to ensure that every call for help is answered. Besides the men and women who respond

to emergencies, other types of volunteers are also needed. There are volunteer opportunities at your local
volunteer fire department for citizens willing to work hard. To learn more about becoming a volunteer firefighter
and joining your local volunteer fire department, please visit www.VolunteerFireTN.org.
About the Tennessee Fire Chiefs Association, Inc. (TFCA)
The TFCA provides leadership to career and volunteer Fire Chiefs, Chief Fire Officers and managers of emergency service
organizations throughout the State of Tennessee through vision, information, education, service and representation to enhance
their knowledge, skills, and abilities. The TN Fire Chiefs Association (TFCA) also encourages the professional advancement of the
fire service to ensure and maintain greater protection of life and property from fire and natural or man-made disasters. The TFCA’s
mission is to provide leadership to career and volunteer chiefs, chief fire officers, and managers of Emergency Service Organizations
throughout the State of Tennessee through vision, information, education, service and representation to enhance their professionalism
and capabilities.More information about the TFCA is located at www.tnfirechiefs.com .
About Volunteer Workforce Solutions (VWS)
The Tennessee Fire Chiefs Association was awarded a SAFER recruitment and retention grant in 2016 and partnered with the
International Association of Fire Chiefs to identify recruitment and retention goals, strategies and marketing methodologies that would
benefit not only participating departments, but all fire departments in the state. 19 departmental groups, consisting of 64 departments,
were selected to participate in Phase I of the program. The VWS program is also operating in Virginia through the Virginia Fire Chiefs
Association and Connecticut through the Connecticut Fire Chiefs Association. There is also currently a National VWS effort focusing on
diversity and new trainings. More information about the Tennessee VWS can be found at www.VolunteerFireTN.org.

